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Basic Terms for Academic Writing in English
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1. Expository writing: Most of the writing that you do at university is expository writing (paragraphs,
essays, reports, research papers, and graduation theses). Expository writing, or academic writing, is a kind of
writing that organizes information about a specific topic in order to explain or persuade by giving reasons,
facts, and other concrete details for support.
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2. The Writing process: Writing is a process that includes a number of activities: (1) pre-writing and
planning (brainstorming, choosing and narrowing your topic, making an outline), (2) writing a number of
rough drafts, (3) consulting with your teacher or review by classmates, (4) revising and proofreading your
draft, and (5) formatting your final version for submission.
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3. Brainstorming: Brainstorming is a way of finding ideas for a topic that you want to write about. In
brainstorming, your main purpose is to create a list or a kind of map of your topic. You should not worry
about organization, but rather try to write down as many ideas related to your topic as you can.
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4. Outline: An outline is a plan for your essay. It gives the thesis statement of the essay and indicates the
main parts of the essay along with supporting details, usually in point form.
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5. Paragraph: A paragraph is a group of sentences about a single topic, or main idea. See Body below.
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6. Topic sentence: A topic sentence expresses the main idea of a paragraph. It is usually placed at the
beginning of a paragraph.
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7. Supporting sentences: Supporting sentences give reasons, facts, and other kinds of concrete details to
support the main idea of the paragraph. A good paragraph should have about 5 or more supporting sentences.
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8. Concluding sentence: Sometimes, a paragraph will include a concluding sentence. The concluding
sentence restates the main idea of the paragraph using different words.
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9. Transitions: Transitions are words that show relationships (order, contrast, time, cause and effect, etc.)
between sentences within your paragraphs (First, Second, Third; However; In 1867; As a result, etc.)
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10. Paragraph Unity: A paragraph should be unified around a single main idea, which you state in your
topic sentence. For example, a paragraph about your best friend's hobbies shouldn’t discuss his future career
plan. That could be the topic of another paragraph.
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11. Paragraph Coherence: Coherence means arrangement in a logical and orderly way. Coherence makes
paragraphs easy to read and understand. There are a number of devices that you can use to create coherence
in your paragraphs:

(a) Repeat the keywords of your topic sentence for clarity.

(b) Use pronouns to replace keywords. But make sure the pronouns refer clearly to their antecedents.

(c) Arrange your supporting sentences in a logical order (order of importance, time and sequence, space,
comparison and contrast).

(d) Use transitional expressions to show relationships between sentences in your paragraph (First,
Second, Third; In 1918, on July 4th; Next to, Above; Similarly, In contrast).
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12. Introduction: An introduction is a special kind of paragraph that introduces the topic of your essay, gives
relevant background information about the topic, and presents the main idea of your essay, the thesis
statement, usually in the final sentence.
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13. Body: One or more body paragraphs make up the main part of your essay. Each paragraph supports the
main idea expressed in the thesis statement. Body paragraphs should be organized logically: by order of
importance, by time or sequence, by comparison and contrast, etc.

(AL) = WXOARLIE, 2l b 1O EOBEPSRD £9, KX 2RI 5 £80&1X, 8D
P (thesis statement f'ﬁ 1) ELTRENmobP LIS EZIERLET, 2ot MmaoER
@%ﬁﬂ%ﬁﬁﬂ\%@ﬂﬁ&&®%%# RN I N TR ARLERH D 7,

14. Thesis statement: The thesis statement is the main idea of your essay. It expresses an opinion, an
interpretation, or an argument about a specific topic. It is not a fact. It is an idea that needs to be elaborated,
discussed, and explained. The thesis statement may also indicate the main parts of the essay.
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15. Conclusion: The conclusion is a paragraph that summarizes your main idea, restating the thesis in
different words and giving a sense of completion. It also summarizes the ideas expressed in each body
paragraph.
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16. Coherence in Your Essay: Coherence means arrangement in a logical and orderly way. Coherence
makes essays easy to read and understand. Here are some ways to create coherence in your essay:

(a) Put the paragraphs of your essay in a logical order (order or importance, time or sequence, comparison
and contrast, etc.), following the plan outlined in your thesis statement.

(b) Repeat the keywords in your thesis statement throughout the essay.

(c) Use transitions to show the relationships between paragraphs.
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17. Research paper: A research paper is a special kind of essay that requires you to explore a specific topic
in depth, using information gathered from reliable sources: books, essays, articles, and web sites, along with
other Internet resources that are written by recognized authorities. Research essays may also involve the
collection of data directly through interviews and surveys. Body paragraphs of your research paper support
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the main idea of the essay through citation, that is, by incorporating references to facts, research results, and
other information gathered from sources.
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18. Citation: Citation is a way of indicating the sources of information in the body of your research essay. In
the MLA style of citation, for example, you put the author’s last name and the page number of the book or
article in brackets (Jones 127) immediately after the information that you have quoted, paraphrased, or
summarized in your essay.
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19. Bibliography / Works Cited / References: A bibliography is a list of sources for your research. The
bibliography is placed at the end of your research essay to give full details about the sources you used to
write the paper. The information for each source is arranged in alphabetical order by the author’s family
name or by the name of organization publishing the information. There are different formats for doing
bibliographies as well as for including references in your research: MLLA, APA, and Chicago Style. Ask your
teacher about the format for your research paper.
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20. Plagiarism: In general, plagiarism is taking someone else's words or ideas and using them in your essay
as if they are your own. It includes copying information from books or homepages and not making a citation
to the original work. Paraphrased and summarized information also requires citation. Related to plagiarism is
over-reliance on one source of information for your essay. Plagiarism also applies to other work. For
example, copying information from the Internet and reading it as a class presentation is also plagiarism.
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